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Dear IITians, 
 

Welcome to the April issue of IITAA Newsletter for the year 2009.  
 
A number of exciting events are being planned this year - so 
please check out our upcoming events section in this newsletter.  
 
On 30th of April 2009, IITAA is organising a dinner with Mr Arjun 
Malhotra, CEO and Chairman, HeadStrong, USA. An event flier 
with more details will be sent to you soon. 
 
We look forward to your presence and participation in all IITAA 
events.  

With Best Wishes 

IITAA Team 

 
Highlights of this issue 

 

• Dinner with Murmu 

• Pan IIT 2008 – a great 

success 

• Upcoming Events 

• India's 1st Student-made 

Satellite Set for Launch 

• Note from the President 

 

 

 
 
Dinner with Murmu 
 
IITAA recently organised a dinner event on 24th Feb 2009 to 
honour Murmu, an alumnus of IIT Kharagpur, when he visited 
Australia. Murmu is a very active alumni and a passionate social 
worker.  
 
The dinner was hosted at the Indian Planet Restaurant, 238 Pitt 
Street, Sydney and was attended by a total of 10 IIT alumni / 
guests. The atmosphere was great and the tempo was very high. 
Playing the IIT Movie Alpviram’s teaser DVD on the main TV 
screen was the highlight of the event as the entire restaurant 
guests watched it. Murmu has left a copy of the DVD which we 
will soon be uploading on our website.  
 
The event opened with Dr Ashok Manglick, President, IITAA 
formally welcoming Murmu and updating him & the guests with 
IITAA plans for the year & ahead. Murmu then updated us on the 
progress of the movie & outlined his vision for the education 
institution he is setting up with the help of fellow IITians. Mr Vivek 
Sheel, Vice-President, IITAA later proposed a vote of Thanks and 
presented Murmu with a memento. 
 
Offer is open to IITians to take a financial stake in the Alpviram 
movie. Part of the proceeds will go to the IITs and the balance 
profit will be distributed to the financial investors. It is a 
mainstream movie, and not a documentary, and potential star 
casts include Aamir Khan / Shahrukh Khan for the lead role and 

 

 
(L-R) Murmu, Inderjeet Singh, Ashok Manglick, 
Vivek Sheel 

 

 
Murmu with IITAA members and friends 
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of course AR Rahman for the music. 
 
Since IITians can settle for nothing les than Oscars, this is your 
opportunity to add your might to making the Alpviram movie a 
roaring success. 
Jai Ho IIT !! 
 
PanIIT - 2008 Global Alumni Conference - a great 
success! 
 
The PanIIT-2008 Global Alumni Conference  held at IIT Madras, 
Chennai during December 19-21, 2008 was a grand 
succes.  About 3000 alumni from around the globe participated in 
the conference.  The theme of the conference was 'Inspire, 
Innovate, & Transform' and featured over 200 distinguished 
industry leaders and panelists. 
 
India's Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh delivered his 
inaugural address over the satellite link and inspired IITans to be 
transformation partners for a new India. Another eminent 
speaker, Mr. Robert McDonald, COO of Proctor & Gamble said in 
his interview with The Hindu, "Our purpose is to improve lives... 
We still have 2.5 billion to go, those people tend to live in rural 
areas and at the bottom of the economic pyramid, so innovation 
is the challenge, how do we innovate for those people." 
 
On the day before the conference, December 18th, 2008, IIT 
Madras hosted the first ever IIT Idol contest between the bands 
from the seven IITs. All the participating bands had incorporated 
the conference theme into their music. The contest judges were 
known music director Nihal and playback singers Karthik and 
Naresh Iyer. The IIT Idol title went to the IIT Delhi band 
Aftermath. 
 
On day2 of the conference2, a panel session moderated by Dr. 
Vijay Kumar from MIT proved to be an admirable warm-up act for 
the high-power panel that followed involving CK Prahlad in 
conversation with threeTata CEO's-Ravi Kant, Muthuraman and 
Ramdorai. 
 
On the last day, Mr Arjun Malhotra moderated the “Knowledge 
Capture” session followed by Prof. Amartya Sen’s speech. SAC 
was filled to the rafters during Prof. Amartya Sen's valedictory 
address, and during the Q & A that followed. The curtain that was 
raised on the 18th was finally brought down on the 21st, with 
thoughts already turning lightly to Chicago in October (venue and 
timing for PanIIT 2009). 
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Upcoming Events 
 

• Networking event with Arjun, IITians and TiE 
 

Venue:  SWISSOTEL, L8, Market Street  
  (Cnr Market & George, next to MYER) 

 
Date/Time:  THU 30th April, from 5.30pm to 8.30pm  

               (Talk, then Networking Drinks from  
              7.30pm-8.30pm) 
 

Register Online: www.sydney.tie.org 
Contact:   Murali Dharan, President TiE Sydney & IIT      
Alumni...mobile: 0414 892361 

 
• IITAA Event – Dinner with Mr Arjun Malhotra, CEO and 

Chairman, HeadStrong, USA  
 

Date:  30 April 2009 (Thursday) 
Time:  8:30pm to 10:30pm 
 
Please contact Devendra Verma, Event Project Manager 
asap to book your spot (Email: verma_dk@yahoo.com , 
Mobile: 0410678446) 
 

• IITAA Picnic – 17th May 2009. Details to be advised.  
 
• For other events during 2009, please visit IITAA website 

www.iitaa.org.au 
 

 
 

 
 

Mr Arjun Malhotra, 
CEO and Chairman, HeadStrong, USA 

 

 
Unique Opportunity to Network with Arjun Malhotra, Prominent IITians and TiE Members.  
 
Hear Arjun Malhotra speak on 'Thriving in Tough Times' a set of best practices for Professionals and 
Entrepreneurs.  
 
No matter what industry you're from, you'll find his knowledge, wisdom & ideas worth a million! 
 
Join Q&A Session with Arjun, along with your industry peers! 
 
Join Arjun in Networking with Drinks at the plush Swissote...we expect 100+ top professionals, including 
partners IITAA, AIBC & DSRD executives participating, so great time to catch up. 
 

Where:  SWISSOTEL, L8, Market Street  
 (Cnr Market & George, next to MYER) 

 
Date/Time:  THU 30th April, from 5.30pm to 8.30pm  

        (Talk, then Networking Drinks from 7.30pm-8.30pm) 
 

Ticket:  50% Discount for IITAA Members (reduced from $40 to $20) 
 
Register Online:  www.sydney.tie.org 
 
Contact:   Murali Dharan, President TiE Sydney & IIT Alumni...mobile: 0414 892361 
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India's 1st Student-made Satellite Set for Launch 
 
Coming April, India's student community will get a big morale 
booster when the country's first student-made satellite will ride 
into space on the PSLV, (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) along 
with ISRO's (Indian Space Research Organization) 
Risat Satellite. 
 
The "Anusat" has been designed by 37 aerospace engineering 
students with the help of 10 teachers from the Madras Institute of 
Technology. ISRO, which has been promoting the development 
of satellites (microsatellites), is finally seeing its efforts bearing 
fruit with the imminent launch of the Anusat.  
 
The satellite will orbit the earth in a low altitude orbit between 600 
and 800km. Data from the satellite will be received at the 
Chennai Tech University and the Pune University. 
 
Anusat has been designed to cater the basic communication 
purposes. However, the main purpose behind the initiative, apart 
from the obvious scientific intent, was to give the students a 
"hands-on" experience in handling complex projects like the 
design, development and execution of a project of this nature. 
The program was initiated in 2002 and was ideated by R. 
Vasagam, the former vice chancellor of Anna University. 
 
Other universities and educational institutions are already in the 
midst of developing micro satellites. These include the IIT 
Mumbai, IIT Kanpur and Anna University to which the Madras 
Institute of Technology is affiliated with. 
 

 
Membership Renewal 

 
Have you renewed your 

membership for this year? 

 

If not, please do so asap. 

 

You can check the status of your 

membership by calling  

Gautam Batra  

on mobile:0423968674 

 

 

Your support is crucial to your 

Association - IITAA. 
 

 

 
From the President 
 
 
 
Dear IITians 
 
 
We recently had the privilege and pleasure of hosting a dinner with Murmu.  Murmu, an alumnus of IIT 
Kharagpur, is very active in social and community areas. He is playing a key role in developing a full feature 
film based on life in IITs.  More details on this event are given in the newsletter. 
 
We now have the honour of hosting a dinner for Mr Arjun Malhotra, another distinguished and internationally 
famous IITian.  The dinner is being held on the evening of 30 April following a networking event with him, 
other prominent IITians and TiE members.  I urge you to attend the networking event and the dinner.  It’s a 
rare opportunity to interact with Arjun and talk to him one on one.  So join us in an evening of fun and 
learning. 
 
The Executive Committee has started work on other events and the next event will be a picnic with a 
difference.  So look out for the details in Newsletter and flyer via email. 
 
Again I urge you to tell us what you would like in terms of the activities and initiatives from your association 
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in the coming months.  You can contact me directly or any member of the Executive Committee. 
 
I am happy to report that the membership of the IITAA continues to grow.  I encourage you to join if you 
haven’t joined yet or renew your membership if not done already.  Encourage other IITians you know to 
share the IIT sprit with other IITians by joining the association. 
 
While driving, do take care during the Easter season. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Mr Arjun Malhotra 
CEO and Chairman, Headstrong, USA 
 
Member, IITAA Advisory Board 
 
Profile: 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Arjun Malhotra is the Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of Headstrong’s Board of Directors.  A 
pioneer of the Indian IT industry, Mr. Malhotra founded TechSpan in 1998 which later merged with 
Headstrong creating an end-to-end services organization.  Mr. Malhotra, winner of the Silicon Valley 
Entrepreneurs Award, co-founded the HCL group in 1975, taking it from a six-person “garage operation” to 
one of India’s largest Information Technology corporations. 
 
Mr. Malhotra studied at The Doon School, Dehradun, and Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur. 
He graduated from IIT with B.Tech. (Hons.) in Electronics & Electrical communication Engineering and 
received the Dr. B.C. Roy Gold Medal.  
 
Mr. Malhotra is a Member of the Board of Governors, IIT (Kharagpur) Foundation, Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Indian School of Business, Hyderabad, and Member of the Indian Public Schools Society. 
He is currently Co-Chair of the Pan-IIT Alumni Association. He founded the Prof. G.S. Sanyal School of 
Telecommunications at IIT Kharagpur through a personal endowment. In “recognition of his outstanding 
contribution and services to the Institute”, Mr. Malhotra was declared Life Fellow of IIT Kharagpur in 
February 2003. 
 
The Jerusalem Fund of Aish HaTorah awarded him the Albert Einstein Technology Medal for 2001. The 
Award salutes the high tech industry’s vanguard who “with their vision…have revolutionized the perception 
of time and space, linking mankind with ever growing speed and ingenuity.”  
The Institution of Engineers (India) has named Mr. Malhotra an Eminent Engineering Personality. Mr. 
Malhotra is a Fellow of the Institute of Electronics & Telecommunication Engineers, India (FIETE), and a 
Member of the Institute of Engineers, India (MIE). Mr. Malhotra is a Member of the Global Board of Trustees 
of The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE), a non-profit network with over 10,000 members across 44 chapters in 9 
countries.  
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Executive Committee Members of IITAA

Vice President
Mr. Vivek Sheel

Mob: 0413459253

Secretary
Mr. Inderjeet Singh Virdi

Mob: 0425362754

President
Dr. Ashok Manglick
Mob: 0407258891

Treasurer
Mr. Gautam Batra
Mob: 0423968674

Members

Member
Mr. Neeraj Mathur
Mob: 0413383526

Member
Mr. Dipankar R Choudhary

Mob: 0403333560

Member
Mr. Siddharth Sanyal

Mob: 0433082815

Member
Mr. Premalal Kumarasiri

Mob: 0415689865

Member
Mr. Devender Verma

Mob: 0410678446
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bombay 

Institute 
Alumni  

 
Delhi 

Institute 
  Alumni  

 
Kanpur 

Institute 
Alumni  

 
Madras 

Institute 
Alumni  

 
Kharagpur 

 Institute 
Alumni 

 

 
Roorkee 

Institute 
Alumni  

 
Guwahati 

Institute 
Alumni  

 
 
 
….generating momentum to build a global brand 
 

 
IIT Alumni Association Singapore 
Website - www.iit-alumni.org.sg 

Canada 
Website - www.iitalumnicanada.org 

Japan 
Yahoo Group - groups.yahoo.com/group/iitjapan/ 
Contact - Sanjeev Sinha - SanjeevSinha SanjeevSinha.Com  

India 
Website - www.paniit2004.org              Contact - 
Pawan vmoksha.com 

EU  
Pan IIT EU 
President -  Sharad Tripahti,  sharad.tripathi@fluidyn.com 

USA -  IIT Society in New England (IIT-SINE) 
Region - New England - Boston 
Website - www.iitsine.org 

USA - IIT Greater New York 
Region - Greater New York Area                                                       
Website - www.iit.org/gny  

USA - Southern California 
Region - Greater Los Angeles Area, California 
USA - Capital IIT 
Region - Washington D.C. area 

USA - IIT Midwest 
Region - Midwestern United States 
Website - www.iitmidwest.org  

USA - IIT Alumni Association of North Texas 
Region - North Texas, including Dallas 
Website - www.iitnt.org  

USA - San Francisco Bay Area 
Region - San Francisco Bay Area, California including Silicon Valley 
Website - www.iit.org/sfbay  

IIT Southeast 
Region - Southeast 
Yahoo group - IITansInCharlotte  

 

Executive Committee Members of IITAA 

IIT Campuses 

IIT Alumni Associations in other 

countries  


